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AN  APPENDIX 

TO  A 

TREATISE 

ON 

ACUPUNCTURATION,  &c. 


Nearly  five  years  have  elapsed  since 
I  published  my  little  Treatise  on  Acu- 
puncturation :  in  which  will  be  found  the 
following  passage,  "  it  remains  for  the 
"  medical  profession  to  ascertain  its  claims 
"  to  attention  by  the  test  of  experience, 
"  and  having  undergone  the  ordeal  of  ex- 
"  perimental  enquiry,  it  will,  1  have  no 
"  doubt,  so  fully  develope  its  merits,  as 

to  obtain  a  conspicuous  rank  in  medi- 
"  cal  estimation,  as  a  valuable  curative 
"  measure." 

"Without  the  fostering  care  of  a  great 
name,  my  prophecy  has  been  verified, 
and  acupuncture  is  now  employed,  not 
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only  in  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  in  France, 
and  in  America,  but  throughout  the 
British  dominions,  and  in  our  London 
hospitals,  under  the  auspices  of  men,  who 
stand  deservedly  high  in  the  ranks  of 
literature  and  science. 

Shortly  before  the  decease  of  that  cele- 
brated physician,  Dr.  Baillie,  I  was 
favoured  with  an  interview,  when  he 
suggested  to  me  the  necessity  of  publish- 
ing additional  cases  of  the  success  of  this 
therapeutical  agent:  and  it  is  in  accor- 
dance with  this  view,  that  I  shall,  in  the 
following  pages,  endeavour  to  substantiate 
the  claim  which  acupuncture  so  deservedly 
has  to  the  attention  of  those,  who  still 
remain  sceptical  as  to  its  effects. 

Novelties  in  the  curative  art,  are  gene- 
rally received  in  opposite  extremes  ;  some 
espousing  them  in  the  warmest  manner, 
with,  or  without,  the  requisite  knowledge, 
while  others  are  satisfied  with  their  pre- 
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sent  attainments,  and   pursue  the  even 
tenour  of  their  way,  without  tormenting 
themselves  by  the  acquirement  of  further 
information.    Thus  it  has  been  with  the 
subject  under  consideration,   for  while 
many  have  never  practised  it,  others  have 
expected  too  much  from  it,  and  after  a  few 
indiscriminate  trials,  have  abandoned  it 
as  useless.    But  I  am  happy  to  produce 
confirmation  of  its  magical  powers,  from 
the  pens  of  men,  whose  veracity  and  dis- 
interestedness cannot  be  doubted.  For 
the  part  I  took  in  advancing  the  practice, 
I  have  been  assailed  by  some  with  unme- 
rited abuse,  while  others  have  pitied  me 
as  a  visionary,  and  considered  the  relief 
ascribed  to  it,  to  be  the  result  of  mental 
influence  over  the  corporeal  sufferings  of 
those,  whose  understandings  are  weak. 
To  the  former  persons,  I  have  nothing  to 
say;  but  the  latter  ought  to  be  reminded, 
that  their  explanation  of  its  success,  in- 
volves in  it  a  subject  of  physiological 
enquiry,  quite  as  intricate  as  any  other 
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causes  for  the  unintelligible  phenomena, 
which  accompany  the  actions  of  needles 
when  inserted  in  the  various  tissues  of  the 
body.  And  were  this  explanation  valid ; 
were  the  cures  effected  through  the  me- 
dium of  mental  emotion,  we  then  have  a 
cause  producing  very  different  effects; 
producing  its  effects  in  different  persons 
and  under  very  different  circumstances  ; 
which  is  surely  a  mode  of  reasoning 
that  it  would  be  very  unphilosophical  to 
indulge  in,  and  which  is  at  utter  variance 
with  the  general  laws  of  nature.  I  have 
not  forgotten  what  fear  at  the  extraction 
of  a  tooth  is  capable  of  producing,  but 
this  is  not  a  permanent  effect :  and  I  deny 
that  fear  can  have  operated  on  all  my 
patients,  for  in  some  the  cure  has  been 
progressive,  and  effected  by  a  repetition 
of  the  operation,  which  would  never  have 
been  persevered  in,  were  the  pain  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  create  dread  adequate 
to  their  cure.  Nor  will  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  Admiral  Sir  Isaac  Coffin 
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be  very  willing  to  attribute  to  terror,  the 
complete  and  immediate  removal  of  his 
rheumatism. 

The  French,  with  their  characteristic 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  medical 
science,  practice  this  neglected  operation 
with  increasing  success  ;  and  the  result  of 
their  investigations,  as  I  shall  hereafter 
show,  verifies  the  praises  which  have 
been  bestowed  by  others  upon  it.  Nor 
are  their  scientific,  but  hitherto  unavailing, 
experiments  to  ascertain  the  modus  operandi 
of  this  singular  agent  to  be  lost  sight  of; 
for  could  a  rational  theory  be  established, 
its  practical  utility  would  become  much 
more  efficiently  manifested,  by  the  pre- 
cision with  which  we  could  adapt  it  to 
individual  cases  of  disease. 

It  has  long  been  supposed  that  the 
nerves  are  the  media  by  which  a  fluid* 

*  I  make  use  of  the  term  fluid,  in  the  absence 
of  one  more  definite,  and  in  accordance  with  popular 
opinion. 
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analogous  to  the  galvanic,  is  circulated 
or  conveyed  to  the  remotest  parts  of  our 
structure;  while  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Philip,  and  of  others,  upon  the  process 
of  digestion,  have  gone  far  to  prove  it; 
and  as  the  effects  of  acupuncture  are  so 
instantaneous,  it  is  very  natural  to  infer, 
that  they  proceed  from,  or  are  effected 
by,  some  principle,  like  to,  or  connected 
with,  the  electric,  pervading  the  animal 
machine. 

My  attention  was  excited  to  this  view 
of  the  subject  soon  after  I  began  to  prac- 
tice the  operation,  by  the  feelings  it  so 
often  produces  ;  for  on  the  introduction 
of  a  needle,  the  patient  frequently  expe- 
riences sensations  at  a  remote  distance 
from  it,  resembling  the  electrical  aura. 
Involuntary  twitchings  of  the  muscles  are 
also  produced;  and  if  the  needles  be 
divested  of  their  handles,  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  thumb  and  finger  of  the 
operator,  or  of  any  other  person,  a  degree 
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of  numbness  will  be  occasionally  produced, 
that  affects  the  arm. 

Being  unconnected  with  any  public 
institution  for  the  reception  of  patients, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  institute  such 
experiments  as  the  subject  demands  :  this 
however,  has  been  done  by  M.  Pelletan, 
Junr.  in  conjunction  withM.  Jules  Cloquet, 
at  the  hospital  of  St.  Louis,  which  being 
celebrated  for  its  warm  and  vapour  baths, 
presented  to  them  a  vast  field  for  observa- 
tions. It  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
extract  from  M.  Pelletan's  paper,  that 
the  feelings  experienced  by  myself,  when 
introducing  the  needles,  and  the  thoughts 
that  such  feelings  suggested,  are  precisely 
the  same  as  those,  which  occurred  to  M. 
Cloquet.  This  is  not  at  all  strange  ;  but 
as  my  account  was  penned  a  long  time 
prior  to  my  possession  of  M.  Pelletan's 
contribution,  the  effects  which  we  felt, 
must  be  ascribed  to  a  real  cause  for  them, 
and  not  to  mere  chimerical  ideas;  for  it 
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/will  readily  be  conceded,  even  by  the 
most  unbelieving,  that  a  coincidence  in 
facts,  is  much  less  extraordinary,  than  a 
coincidence  in  mere  suppositions.*  "  M. 
"  Cloquet  (says  M.  Pelletan)  being  struck, 
ff  on  the  very  beginning,  with  the  impor- 
,£  tance  of  the  effects  which  he  obtained, 
"  fancied,  that  by  holding  the  needles 
"  between  the  fingers,  he  experienced  a 
"  numbness,  and  even  contractions,  in 
"  the  fingers  and  arm.  Supposing  that 
"  there  was  a  galvanic  current,  he  armed 
"  the  needles  with  a  conductor,  which 
"  was  plunged  into  water,  and  afterwards, 
"  into  salt  and  water.    The  presence  of 

*  While  these  pages  were  passing  through  the  press, 
I  met  with  the  following  passages  by  M.  Haime,  in  a 
small  periodical,  entitled,  Precis  de  la  Societe  Medi- 
cate de  Tours.  "  JEnfin  je  dirai,  si  Ton  veut,  qu'en 
"  touchant  avec  le  doight  indicateur  Paiguille  in- 
"  troduite  dans  la  partie  malade  j'ai  senti  un  leger  fre- 
"  missement,  le  plus  souvent  trop  peu  distinct  pour  ne 
"  pas  faire  douter  de  sa  realite.  Je  sais,  d'ailleurs, 
"  qu'on  parait  avoir  prouve  l'existence  d'un  courant 
"  galvanique." 
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"  these    conductors  seemed   to  him  to 
"  augment  the  action  of  the  needles,  in 
"  consequence  of  which,  he  requested  me 
"  to  join  him,  that  we  might  establish  the 
"  existence  of  the  galvanic  current,  and 
<£  appreciate  its  effects.    Our  first  at- 
"  tempts  with  the  electrometre  indicated 
"  no  electrical  tension,  as  might  have 
f  been    foreseen.     Other  experiments 
"  made  with  a  multiplying  galvanometer, 
"  the  magnetic  needle  of  which  turned 
"  on  a  point,  were  not  more  successful,  on 
"  account  of  the  little  sensibility  of  the 
"  instrument.    It  was  at  this  period  of 
"  our  researches,  and  after  having  prac- 
"  ticed  the  operation   several  hundred 
"  times,  M.  Cloquet  read  observations 
"  to    the   Academy  of   Sciences,  that 
'■'  awakened  general  attention.  The  author 
"  related  the  therapeutical  effects  of  acu- 
"  puncture,  and  proposed  the  question, 
"  '  whether  these  effects  were  not  due  to 
"  'an  electrical  current  drawn  under  the 
"  '  points  of  the  needle?"  which  appeared 
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"  probable  to  him,  both  from  his  own 
"  sensations,  and  those  of  his  patients. 
"  He  did  not,  at  that  time,  speak  of  our 
"  physical  researches,  which,  in  fact,  had 
"  not  then  given  any  results. 

"  On  the  24th  of  December,  I  went  to 
"  the  hospital  of  St.  Louis,  into  M.  Clo- 
"  quet's  room,  where  many  patients, 
"  afflicted  with  severe  pains,  were  assem- 
"  bled.  I  had  with  me  a  very  effective 
"  and  delicate  galvanometer,  the  needle  of 
"  which  was  suspended  by  a  thread  of  the 
"  silkworm,  for  which  I  was  indebted  to  M. 
"  Becquerel.  After  having  arranged  the 
"  apparatus  with  the  necessary  precau- 
"  tions,  (of  which  I  had  a  practical  idea) 
"  M.  Becquerel  had  the  goodness  to  re- 
"  peat  to  me  his  most  delicate  experi- 
"  ments.  "We  proceeded  in  our  researches 
"  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number 
**  of  persons,  many  of  whom  were  inmates 
«  of  the  hospital.  The  first  patient,  who 
"  had  a  pain  in  the  right  calf,  had  a  needle 
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*'  introduced,  which  presented  a  galvanic 

"  current,  as  soon  as  it,  and  the  mouth 

"  of  the  patient,  had  been  put  into  rela- 

"  tion  with  the  two  threads  of  the  galvan- 

"  ometer.    But  this  current  became  only 

"  sensibly  apparent  by  the  oscillations  in 

"  the  needle,  which  were   obtained  as 

"  usual,  by  plunging  and  withdrawing 

"  several  times,  at  proper  intervals,  the 

"  thread  of  communication,  which  was  in 

"  contact  with  mercury.    Several  other 

"  experiments    upon   patients   and  on 

"  healthy  people,  confirmed  this  first  fact. 

"  M.  Dantu  allowed  us  to  make  on 

"  him,   a  counter  experiment.  Having 

"  introduced  a  needle  armed  with  a  con- 

"  ductor,  into  one  of  the  calves  of  his  legs, 

"  and  placed  another  conductor  in  his 

"  mouth,  I  established  a  galvanic  current, 

"  between  those  parts,  by  means  of  two 

"  metallic  plates,  zinc  and  copper,  which 

"  were  separated  by  woollen  rag,  wetted 

"  with  an  acid  liquor.    At  first  we  thought 
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that  this  current  produced  vibrations  in 
the  needle,  but  they  were  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  agitation  of  this  sharp 
pointed  body:  for  we  were  soon  con- 
vinced by  a  great  number  of  repetitions, 
that  there  was  no  sensation  near  the 
needle,  whether  the  current  was  deter- 
mined either  one  way  or  the  other.  It 
must  be  observed  that  this  artificial 
current,  applied  to  the  galvanometer, 
placed  the  needle  athwart :  that,  is  to 
say,  it  produced  an  effect,  a  hundred 
times  at  least,  more  considerable  than 
the  current  that  was  naturally  pro- 
duced  in   the  patients.    During  the 
whole  time,  that  these  experiments  took, 
the   person    experienced  the  savour, 
which  is  proper  to  galvanism.  The 
learned  committee,  whom  the  Academy 
had  appointed  to  examine  the  experi- 
ments of  M.  Cloquet,  came  a  few  days 
afterwards  to  the  hospital,  and  using 
my  instruments,  found  exactly  the  same 
effects." 
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While  we  are  interested  by  the  result 
of  these  experiments,  (the  accounts  of 
which  gain  nothing  by  their  conversion 
into  English;  we  glean  no  knowledge  from 
them,  that  can  be  converted  into  any  use- 
ful purpose  :  for  although  an  evolution  of 
the  galvanic  power  is  clearly  proved,  the 
degree  of  relief  has  never  been  propor- 
tioned to  its  manifestation;  and  decided 
benefit  has  been  obtained,  where  no  such 
phenomenon  occurred  ;  "  indeed  the  nee- 
"  die  of  the  galvanometer  is  deflected, 
"  in  the  healthy  body  as  well  as  in  that  of 
"  disease,  but  it  occurs  only  when  the 
"  acupuncture  needle  is  of  steel,  and  be- 
"  comes  oxidated  during  the  experiment, 
"  and  it  is  not  observed  at  all  when  the 
"  needle  is  made  of  gold,  silver,  or  plati- 
"  num;  it  appears  therefore  connected 
"  with  the  chemical  process  of  oxidation, 
"  and  does  not  arise,  as  was  at  first  natu- 
"  rally  imagined,  from  the  transmission 
' '  along  the  needle  of  electricity  previously 
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"  accumulated  in  the  spot  by  a  morbid 
"  process" 

The  oxidation  of  the  needles  is  a  very 
variable  phenomenon;  being  sometimes 
absent ;  is  more  considerable  when  acute 
pain  is  produced,  and  when  the  needles 
are  not  armed  with  a  conductor.  It  does 
not  appear  to  account  in  any  way  for  the 
good  effects  of  acupuncture;  as  it  will 
be  found  that  the  needles  frequently  cure, 
without  being  oxidated  ;  that  the  relief 
obtained  when  they  are,  is  not  in  a  ratio 
with  the  change  produced ;  and  that  the 
needles  made  with  metals  not  oxida- 
tive, exert  the  same  happy  influence 
as  those  of  steel :  which,  when  oxidated, 
present  two  essential  circumstances,  viz. 
one  part  of  the  needle,  but  more  particu- 
larly the  point,  obtains  a  blue  colour  like 
hardened  steel,  which  can  only  be  pro- 
duced by  an  elevated  temperature,  or  by 
a  very  considerable  galvanic  current :  and 
which  has  no  analogy  with  any  known 
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effects  of  any  liquid  on  steel.  Secondly, 
this  oxidation  is  often  marked  by  distinct 
gradations  all  along  the  needle,  so  that 
you  may  observe  zones  of  a  more  or  less 
deep  grey. 

From  this  latter  circumstance,  it  has  also 
been  inferred  that  different  galvanic  com- 
munications exist :  and  others  have  falsely 
supposed  that  the  benefit  derived  from  the 
operation,  may  be  attributed  to  the  diver- 
sion of  those  currents,  by  the  action  of  the 
needles. 

Many  more  suppositions,  and  fanciful 
ideas,  have  been  indulged  by  others  of  the 
French;  and  they  have  been  led  to  practice 
acupuncture  in  cases  particularly  unadap- 
ted  for  it.  Some  consider  it  to  produce 
the  same  kind  of  irritation  that  blisters, 
or  moxa  do ;  and  they  ascribe  to  it,  the 
double  property  of  relaxing  spasm,  and  of 
giving  tone  to  the  affected  organs.  They 
have  therefore  had  the  temerity  to  intro- 
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duce  the  needles  into  the  region  of  the 
diaphragm  for  hooping  cough;  and  relief 
is  said  to  have  been  obtained.  But  what 
good  is  to  be  effected  in  ophthalmia  by 
merely  puncturing  the  skin,  or  how  much 
mischief  is  likely  to  be  avoided  by  punc- 
turing the  testes,  for  hernia  humoralis,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 

I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  have  still 
no  theory  to  offer,  on  the  physiological 
changes  produced  by  the  needles,  or  that 
are  "  co-ordinate  with  their  operation." 
It  is,  at  present,  a  mere  matter-of-fact 
business  ;  and  our  ignorance  is  the  less  to 
be  regretted,  while  I  can  state,  from  per- 
sonal observations  of  some  years,  and  from 
information  derived  from  others,  that  in 
those  diseases  for  which  I  have  particu- 
larly recommended  it,  it  often  effects  a 
cure  after  all  other  apparent  means 
have  failed  :  sometimes  immediately ;  at 
other  times  after  several  days  repetition : 
and  I  have  met  with  many  other  cases 
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that  have  been  palliated,  in  which  I 
have  been  induced  to  try  it,  merely  at 
the  urgent  request  of  the  sufferers.  I 
have,  however,  always  been  anxious  to 
avoid  the  importunities  of  patients,  and 
merely  to  employ  this  valuable  agent,  in 
cases  that  appear  adapted  for  its  use :  as 
Mrs.  George  Hibbert,  Sir  James  Cock- 
burn,  Sir  William  Congreve,  Bart,  and 
many  others  can  testify.  It  is  true  I  have 
given  it  wider  range  than  I  had,  when  I 
first  published  upon  it,  but  its  utility  seems 
to  apply  chiefly  to  the  diseases  which  are 
enumerated  in  my  title  page. 

There  is  a  species  of  disease,  which  I 
scarcely  know  how  to  describe,  that  has 
invariably  resisted  its  effects.  I  refer  to 
pain  and  stiffness  in  the  limbs,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  Intercostal  muscles — 
sequences  to  protracted  indisposition  in 
those  who  have  resided  in  hot  climates ; 
whose  powers  of  digestion  are  impaired ; 
and  whose  muscles  are  very  flaccid.  For 
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chronic  rheumatism,  it  will  be  found  a  most 
valuable  remedy;  frequently  dissipating 
the  pain  of  several  weeks  duration,  in  as 
many  minutes.  Lumbago,  and  Sciatica 
frequently  disappear  as  if  charmed  away. 
It  is  also  very  efficacious  in  other  neural- 
gic affections,  which  differ  from  rheumatism 
by  the  nature  of  the  pain,  which  commonly 
takes  place  suddenly,  and  is  at  the  same 
time  very  acute,  tearing,  and  producing 
startings.  It  appears  to  be  restricted  to 
nervous  trunks,  or  their  ramifications.  The 
part  which  is  the  seat  of  it,  is  neither  hot, 
nor  red,  nor  swelled.  The  functions  of 
the  body,  are  seldom  disturbed;  particu- 
larly in  the  beginning  of  the  disease. 
These  affections  have  been  but  little 
studied,  and  practitioners  have  never 
agreed,  in  determining  their  indications. 
The  treatment  also  has  been  empirical, 
and  the  remedies  which  would  appear  to 
us  as  likely  to  be  useful,  seldom  succeed, 
while  those  that  do,  seem  to  displace 
the  irritation,  viz.  blisters,  embrocations, 
moxa,  and  acupuncture. 
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It  will  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  my 
treatise  (p.  24),  that  I  recommended  acu- 
puncture to  be  employed  "  for  those 
injuries  of  the  fibrous  structure  of  the 
body  which  are  so  often  observed  to  arise 
(particularly  in  labouring  persons)  from 
violent  exertion."  Cases,  hereafter  recor- 
ded, confirm  its  success. 

I  use  the  same  kind  of  needles  that  I 
did  at  first,  and  I  beg  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  my  readers,  that  those  which  are 
sold  by  the  instrument-makers  are  not 
sufficiently  fine. 

For  the  method  of  operating,  I  refer  to 
the  treatise,  folio  74  :  but  I  must  here 
repeat,  in  opposition  to  M.  Pelletan,  that 
the  insertion  of  the  instrument  by  a 
rotatory  motion,  is  accompanied  with 
much  less  pain  than  by  a  thrusting  of  it 
in:  indeed  the  latter  method  is  severe, 
while  by  the  former,  the  needle  insinuates 
itself  into  the  part,  and  penetrates  to  any 
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depth  with  facility  and  ease.  The  time 
which  the  needles  should  remain  in  their 
situations,  must  depend  chiefly  on  the 
effects  they  produce.  In  recent  cases,  a 
few  minutes  will  answer  every  purpose, 
but  in  those  of  long  standing,  I  frequently 
allow  them  to  be  inserted  for  an  hour ;  and 
by  this  means  have  relieved  many  very 
hopeless  cases. 

It  is  necessary  for  me  to  state,  that  I 
have  never  known  an  accident  to  arise 
from  acupuncture,  nor  a  single  untoward 
symptom  to  have  been  produced,  unless 
indeed  a  slight  degree  of  faintness  should 
be  so  considered :  but  even  this  may  be 
ascribed,  with  great  propriety,  to  the 
operations  of  the  mind  ;  as  I  have  known 
it  to  occur,  merely  at  the  thought  of  the 
operation,  as  well  as  of  many  others, 
amongst  which  bleeding  may  be  familiarly 
ranked.  Excepting  a  drop  or  two  of 
blood,  which  occasionally  oozes,  on  the 
removal  of  the  needle,  hemorrhage  is  not 
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produced :  and  although  nervous  trunks, 
and  arteries,  should  be  carefully  avoided, 
the  recent  researches  of  M.  Beclard  and 
others,  prove  that  they  are  generally  per- 
forated with  impunity.  It  is  however, 
but  just  that  1  select  a  case*  illustrative 
of  French  temerity,  and  of  its  evil  conse- 
quences.   I  need  scarcely  state,  that  I 


*  Decrement  un  ofticier  d'un  des  corps  de  la 
rnaison  du  Roi  s'etant  fait  pratiquer  l'acupuncture  au 
moyen  d'une  longue  aiguille  qu'on  fit  penetrer,  dit-on, 
dans  l'abdomen,  il  a  ressenti  une  douleur  excessive, 
et  il  a  ete  eontraint  d'entrer  au  Val-de-Grace  pour  se 
faire  soigner  de  cette  blessure.    On  ne  peut  cepen- 
dant  reprocher  au  chirurgien  entre  les  mains  duquel 
l'accident  est  arrive,  de    manquer  de  prudence  et 
d'habilete,  car  il  avait  opere  sur  la  foi  que  son  expe- 
rience et  celle  de  ces  devanciers  lui  avaient  acquise  ; 
mais  experientia  fallax;  c'est  le  cas  de  le  repeter  ici 
d'apres  Hippocrate.    Je   saisis   aussi  cette  occasion 
pour  redire  que  nous  ne  devons  point  mepriser  les  soins 
et  la  reserve  que  les  Asiatiques  apportent  dans  la 
pratique  de  cette  operation.    lis  n'agissent  pasainsi 
sans  que  l'experience  ne  leur  en  ait  aussi  enseigne  les 
motifs,  et  l'on  peut  aussi  alleguer  l'axiome  connu  : 
Experientia  docet. 
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have  invariably  avoided  such  dangerous 
experiments,  which  can  only  be  coun- 
tenanced by  men,  deficient  in  their  reason- 
ing powers,  and  of  the  experience  which 
should  have  taught  them  better. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  remind  those 
who  may  be  disposed  to  employ  acupunc- 
ture, that  when  dexterously  applied,  five 
needles  out  of  six  may  generally  be  intro- 
duced, without  producing  pain  :  indeed 
the  patients  experience  so  little,  that  they 
are  often  unconscious  of  the  accomplish- 
ment of  our  design. 

I  now  proceed  to  furnish  impartial  evi- 
dence to  the  truth  of  what  I  have  advanced, 
and  that  it  may  come  before  the  public  in 
the  most  unsuspicious  light,  I  shall  enume- 
rate but  few  cases  of  my  own ;  nor  is  it  my 
wish  to  avail  myself  of  all  the  unpublished 
ones,  with  which  I  have  been  furnished 
by  their  respective  authors — abundant 
materials    have  been  supplied  by  our 
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medical  periodicals,  and  it  is  for  the  doubt- 
ing and  hesitating,  to  impeach  the  veracity, 
or  prove  the  credulity  of  the  many,  who 
have  produced,  witnessed,  or  felt,  the 
truly  beneficial  effects  of  acupuncturation. 

CASE  I. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  who  holds  some  official 
situation  at  the  House  of  Commons, 
brought  a  note  from  Sir  Isaac  Coffin,  Bt., 
requesting  my  assistance.  According  to 
his  own  account,  he  had  been  afflicted 
nine  months  with  rheumatism  in  his  hips 
and  thighs,  which  prevented  him  from 
walking,  and  he  was  obliged  to  come  to 
my  house  in  a  coach.  In  the  presence  of 
my  father,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  I  applied  three  or 
four  needles  in  succession,  to  those  mus- 
cles which  were  the  seat  of  the  disease. 
Sensations  of  a  benumbing  description 
were  felt  at  remote  points ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  felt 
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himself  so  much  relieved,  that  the  stick 
and  umbrella,  by  the  asistance  of  which 
he  hobbled  into  my  house  were  put  under 
his  arm  ;  loco-motion  was  performed  with 
facility,  and  he  travelled  home  on  foot. 

The  next  day  he  remained  tolerably 
free  from  pain,  but  the  day  after  that,  it 
returned  in  a  considerable  degree,  which 
induced  him  to  call  upon  me  again.  I 
introduced  a  needle  into  the  Vasti  Interni, 
Externi,  and  Rectus  Femoris  muscles, 
which  put  the  disease  to  flight,  and  he 
has  remained,  ever  since,  perfectly  well. 
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CASE  II. 

Miss  Wildman,    milliner,    of  No.  4, 
London  Street,  fell  down;   and  it  was 
supposed  by  the  medical  men  who  at- 
tended her,  that  a  partial  dislocation  of 
the  os  humeri  of  the  left  side  had  been 
produced  :  at  any  rate,  very  considerable 
mischief  ensued,  that  yielded  to  no  kind 
of  treatment.    Leeches  were  applied  ;  she 
was  blistered,  and  galvanized;  frictions, 
with  passive  motion  were  used,  and  to 
crown  the  whole,  moxa  was  twice  em- 
ployed.   When  she  came  to  me  in  the 
year  1822,  her  health  was  suffering  se- 
verely from  the  paroxysms  of  pain  with 
which  she  was  tormented  :  they  came  on 
every  evening  about  five  o'clock,  and 
lasted  till  three  or  four  in  the  morning, 
during  which  time  she  obtained  no  sleep. 
Her  arm  was  much  diminished  in  size, 
and  so  powerless  that  she  could  not  raise 
it  to  her  mouth,  nor  lift  from  the  table 
a  small  duodecimo  book,  which  was  ly- 
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ing  on  it.  I  considered  it  a  hopeless  case, 
but  at  her  earnest  request,  introduced 
needles  during  one  of  the  paroxysms  into 
the  Supra  Scapularis,  Infra  Scapularis, 
Deltoid,  and  Biceps  muscles.  They  were 
suffered  to  remain  in  their  situation  twenty 
minutes,  and  the  pain  was  surprisingly  re- 
lieved. She  went  home,  and,  for  the  first 
time  during  several  months,  slept  through 
the  night.  She  passed  the  next  night  free 
from  pain,  and  experienced  a  considerable 
renewal  of  heat  in  the  arm,  which  I  forgot 
to  say,  was  always  cold.  On  the  third 
evening,  from  her  first  visit,  the  paroxysm 
returned,  but  in  a  mitigated  degree,  and 
was  again  dissipated  by  the  needles.  I 
performed  the  operation,  daily  for  a  fort- 
night, during  which  time  she  was  free 
from  pain,  and  found  the  vigour  of  her 
arm  increase.  At  the  expiration  of  a 
month,  the  disease  returned  as  badly  as 
ever ;  but  by  pursuing  the  same  system, 
for  three  weeks,  on  alternate  days,  she 
was  again  relieved,  and  has  remained  ever 
since  perfectly  well. 
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She  shall  now  speak  for  herfelf : — 
"  Having  put  out  the  shoulder,  and 
"  severely  injured  my  arm  by  a  fall,  that 
"  caused  the  most  excruciating  pain,  I 
"  applied  to  an  eminent  surgeon,  whom  I 
"  attended  regularly  every  day  for  four 
"  months,  without  any  relief  whatever. 
"  My  health  fast  impairing,  I  applied  to 
"  Aston  Key,  Esq.  surgeon  of  Guy's 
"  Hospital,  who  performed  many  opera- 
"  tions,  concluding  with  electricity,  and 
"  from  whose  kind  attention  I  received 
"  great  benefit  in  my  constitution,  but 
"  without  recovering  the  use  of  my  arm. 
"  After  being  under  his  care  two  years 
*-  and  nine  months,  I  was  recommended 
"  as  a  last  resource  to  try  puncturation, 
"  which  was  performed  by  Mr.  Churchill 
"  with  the  greatest  success.  My  arm 
"  resumed  its  natural  warmth,  and  by 
"  continued  applications  I  soon  began  to 
"  regain  the  use  of  it,  and  am  now  able 
"  to  lift  a  weight  of  several  pounds,  while 
"  before  the  puncturation,  I  could  not 
<£  lift  the  smallest  book." 
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CASE  III. 

Mrs.  Nowell,  the  deceased  lady  of  Alex- 
ander  Nowell,    Esq.   of  43,  Wimpole 
Street,  and  Underly  Park,  Kirby  Lons- 
dale, Westmorland,  suffered  so  much  from 
rheumatism  for  about  four  months,  that 
her  left  arm  was  nearly  useless.  Swel- 
ling, and  redness,  were  absent,  but  the 
pain  extended  from  the  nape  of  the  neck 
to  the  muscles  of  the  scapula,  and  par- 
ticularly affected  the  Deltoid,  and  Biceps 
muscles.    Her  health,  which  had  been 
somewhat  affected,  was  considerably  im- 
proved by  a  residence  at  Brighton,  where 
she  had  tried  shampooing,  bathing,  fric- 
tions, &c."  I  punctured  the  affected  mus- 
cles, allowing  the  needles  to  remain  in 
situ,    about  twenty  minutes.     She  ex- 
perienced relief  at  the  time,  and  the  next 
day,  I  received  the  subjoined  note : 

"  Mrs.  Nowell  presents  her  compli- 
"  ments  to  Mr.  Churchill,  and  has  the 
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"  satisfaction  to  inform  him  that  she  is 
"  quite  free  from  pain  to  day  ;  therefore 
"  thinks  she  had  better  defer  seeing:  him, 
"  till  to-morrow,  at  five  o'clock,  in  the 
"  afternoon. 

Thursday  Morning, 

Wimpole  Street." 

I  paid  Mrs.  Nowellfive  visits  altogether, 
by  which  she  was  completely  relieved  : 
and  at  the  expiration  of  a  month  she  fa- 
voured me  with  a  call  to  express  her  thanks. 
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CASE  IV. 

George  Jackson,  a  labouring  gardener, 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  became  the  subject 
of  rheumatism,  three  or  four  years  ago  ;  in 
consequence  of  exposure  to  wet  and  cold. 
The  neck,  shoulders,  back,  and  hips, 
were,  occasionally  the  seat  of  the  disease. 
Guiacum  and  opium,  were  usually  had 
recourse  to  upon  an  attack  taking  place, 
and  generally  with  decisive  benefit.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  however,  his 
disease  lost  its  erratic  character,  and  fixed 
itself  upon  the  Deltoid,  and  greater  Pec- 
toral muscles  of  the  left  side.  The  re- 
medies accustomed  to  relieve  him,  now 
failed  of  their  former  beneficial  effects; 
and  though  cupping,  and  blistering,  with 
external  irritants  were  conjoined,  the  dis- 
ease remained  unsubdued.  I  conceived 
that  this  was  a  fair  case  for  acupuncture, 
and  accordingly  performed  the  operation 
in  the  following  manner :  a  needle  was 
introduced  about  midway  between  the 
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point  of  the  shoulder  and  the  insertion  of 
the  Deltoid  muscle,  which  pierced  through 
the  belly  of  the  muscle,  until  its  whole 
length,  (one  inch)  had  passed.  The  pa- 
tient became  sensible  of  relief  before  the 
needle  had  reached  more  than  two-thirds 
its  whole  depth,  and  when  it  had  com- 
pleted its  greatest  depth,  he  observed 
that  the  pain  at  this  part  had  entirely  left 
him  :  it  was  allowed  to  remain  five  minutes, 
when,  at  his  request,  I  withdrew  it,  and 
introduced  it  at  the  side  of  the  chest, 
about  three  inches  below  the  clavicle, 
intending  to  pierce  the  fibres  of  the  Pec- 
toralis  Major.  The  pain  of  this  part, 
which  had  been  much  affected  by  the  first 
operation,  ceased  as  soon  as  the  needle 
had  rested  two  or  three  minutes,  and  after 
it  had  remained  five,  I  withdrew  it,  leav- 
ing the  patient  entirely  free  from  pain. 
Previously  to  the  operation,  he  had  been 
incapable  of  lifting  the  left  arm,  and  had 
been  obliged  to  feed  himself  with  the  right 
hand  alone,  from  the  inability  of  carrying 
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his  left  to  his  mouth.  He  now  reached 
his  hat  from  a  peg,  where  it  hung,  at  the 
heighth  of  his  arm's  length,  and  replaced 
it  on  his  head,  without  experiencing  the 
least  stiffness  or  uneasiness  in  the  arm  or 
shoulder ;  and  though,  upon  his  resuming 
his  occupation,  he  found  his  efforts  im- 
peded by  a  sensation  of  debility  in  the 
parts  about  the  shoulder,  yet  it  was  neither 
sufficient  to  interrupt  his  daily  exertions, 
nor  to  lead  him  to  seek  for  any  further 
medical  assistance;  and  in  a  week  or  two 
he  felt  no  remains  of  the  disease. 
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CASE  V. 

In  February  last,  Thomas  Field,  aetat. 
forty-five,  residing  at  No.  5,  Richmond 
Street,  came  to  me  with  such  an  intense 
pain  in  his  back,  (induced  by  working  in 
a  damp  cellar)  that  he  walked  with  great 
difficulty;  he  could  not  raise  himself  into 
the  erect  position,  and  one  of  his  legs 
dragged  after  him,  almost  useless.  He 
had  been  subject  to  lumbago  several  times 
before,  and  had  been  treated  for  it,  by 
various  medical  men,  with  the  usual  medi- 
cines ;  but  his  recovery  had  been,  in  every 
instance,  slow  and  protracted.    I  intro- 
duced two  needles,  two  inches  in  depth, 
into  the  muscles  of  the  loins,  which  in 
some  degree  lessened  the  violence  of  the 
pain,  in  a  minute,  or  two.  Finding  that  the 
disease  was  not  removed,  but  mitigated, 
I  passed  a  third  needle,  and  a  fourth,  into 
the  lumbar  mass  of  muscles,  and  a  few 
minutes  having  elapsed,  I  inquired  how  he 
was ;  he  replied  that  he  felt  no  pain.  But 
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he  was  sceptical  as  to  its  having  removed 
the  disorder,  for  his  first  attempt  to  move, 
after  the  needles  were  withdrawn,  was 
made  with  the  greatest  caution;  and  when 
he  found  that  he  was  really  freed  from  the 
disease,  he  could  not  divest  himself  of  the 
fear  that  it  would  immediately  recur.  I 
heard  nothing  of  him  for  two  days,  when 
his  daughter  called,  and  informed  me,  that 
her  father  was  quite  well,  and  had  re- 
sumed his  employment  as  a  wine  mer- 
chant's cellarman. 
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CASE  VI. 

William  Webb,    No.   2,  Richmond 
Street,  aetat.  48,  applied  to  me  for  assis- 
tance for  a  violent  pain  in   the  lumbar 
region,  with  which  he  awoke  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning;    It  extended  to  the  Inter- 
costal muscles  on  both  sides,  and  was  so 
intense,  that  he  had  been  in  a  continued 
state  of  profuse  sweat.    Flexion  of  the 
body,  and  coughing,  much  aggravated  his 
sufferings ;  but  his  general  health,  which 
is  never  good,  was  not  rendered  worse. 
In  the  presence  of  Mr.  Fernie,  Jun.  of 
Kimbolton,  I  introduced  a  needle  on  each 
side  of  the  spine,  when  he  instantaneously 
complained  of  the  pain  shifting   to  the 
upper  part  of  the  Sacrum.    Having,  in- 
variably, found  this  to  be  a  favourable  oc- 
currence, I  was  encouraged  to  introduce 
a  needle  into  each  of  these  parts ;  and  on 
removing  them  at  the  end  of  five  minutes, 
my  patient  was  enabled  to  put  the  body 
into  many  different  positions,  without 
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feeling  any  pain  in  the  back ;  and  the  only- 
inconvenience  he  experienced  in  the  Inter- 
costal muscles,  was  a  sense  of  constriction 
when  he  attempted  violently  to  bend  the 
body.    I  prescribed  four  grains  of  Dover's 
powder  to  be  taken  every  four  hours,  and 
desired  to  see  him  the  next  morning ;  when 
he  stated  that  he  had  remained  free  from 
suffering  for  several  hours,  but  then  had  a 
slight  pain  situated  about  three  inches 
above  the  Sacrum.    On  using  a  needle  to 
this  part,  he  suddenly  started,  and  stated 
that  the  pain  had  flown  to  the  Intercostal 
muscles  of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  ribs, 
(to  use  his  own  words)  1 '  as  if  a  person, 
«<  from  the  inside,  had  bobbed  his  finger 
"  against  the  part."    I  now  withdrew  the 
needle,  and  inserted  it  there,  which  ef- 
fected perfect  relief,  as  he  has  continued 
well  ever  since. 
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CASE  VII. 

Mrs.  ,  of  Green  Street,  Grosve- 

nor  Square,  extended  her  arms  to  each  end 
of  a  heavy  dining  table,  which  she  attemp- 
ted to  push  forward  by  the  assistance  of 
the  left  leg.  She  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  a  severe  pain  in  the  loins,  and  the 
next  morning  I  was  requested  to  see  her. 
I  found  her  laying  on  her  back  completely 
helpless,  for  she  not  only  suffered  in- 
tensely in  the  lumbar  region,  but  the  pain 
extended  down  the  back  of  the  thigh,  and 
the  calf  of  the  leg.  Pressure  gave  severe 
pain,  and  any  attempt  to  move  the  left 
arm  so  much  increased  it,  as  satisfactorily 
to  prove  that  the  tendons  of  the  Trapezius 
muscle,  were  the  texture  that  had  suffered 
violence.  For  two  days  the  usual  reme- 
dies were  persevered  in;  but  she  grew 
worse.  The  husband  suggested  the  em- 
ployment of  a  physician,  but  I  advised 
acupuncturation,  which  was  readily  sub- 
mitted to.    A  needle  was  introduced  into 
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the  lumbar  mass  of  muscles ;  another  just 
below  the  hip;  and  a  third  into  the  Vastus- 
externus  muscle.  While  they  were  in,  the 
pain  became  diminished,  and  she  was  able 
to  move  her  leg,  which  was  previously  like 
a  dead  weight.  She  also  turned  in  bed. 
The  day  following  I  found  her  remaining 
better;  the  operation  was  repeated  with 
the  most  happy  results ;  and  by  the  assis- 
ance  of  a  plaster  she  speedily  recovered. 
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CASE  VIII. 

Margate,  June  11,  1827. 

"  In  reply  to  yours,  I  shall  be  most 
"  naPPy  t0  furnish  you  with  all  the  par- 
"  ticulars  you  request.  That  I  derived 
"  temporary  relief  from  acupuncture, 
"  there  is  not  the  least  doubt,  and  had 
"  I  at  the  time,  the  advantage  of  coun- 
"  try  air,  it  is  probable  that  a  more  bene- 
"  ficial  result  might  have  accrued.  That 
"  my  disease  arose  from  actual  debility  is 
"  certain,  which  must  have  been  produced 
"  by  a  residence  in  a  tropical  climate, 
"  together  with  indulging  too  freely  in 
"  excesses;  which  destroyed  the  digestive 
"  powers,  and  reduced  the  constitution 
"  to  its  present  enervated  state.    I  suf- 

ered  from  many  distressing  symptoms 
"  some  years  (say  about  eight)  before  I  ex- 
"  perienced  a  little  uneasiness  in  the  left 
"  hip,  which  was  always  now  sensibly  felt 
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after  exertion  to  any  degree :  this  was 
about  seven  years  ago,  at  which  time  I 
returned  to  England,  and  have  felt  these 
pains,  more  or  less,  according  to  the 
quantum  of  exercise  I  indulged  myself 
in.    About  three  years  ago,  having  had 
occasion  to  go  to  a  distance  of  eight 
miles,  and  being  unable  to  obtain  any 
conveyance,  I  walked  it,    and  when 
at  my  journey's  end  I  felt  a  numbness 
and  tingling  down  the  course  of  the 
sciatic  nerve,  attended  by  a  difficulty  in 
dragging  the  leg  along.    In  this  state,  I 
was  obliged  to  recline  the  limb,  and 
by  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Brodie 
applied  an  embrocation,   composed  of 
sulphuric  acid,  and  oil,  to  the  loins, 
which  removed  the  tingling,  although  it 
left  the  limb  in  its  present  weak  state. 
Since  that  period  1  have  suffered  much 
from  pains  in  the  hips  and  loins,  when- 
ever I  take  any  exertion,  and  of  late 
the  other  thigh  has  become  affected. 
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"  At  times  the  symptoms  are  felt  up  the 
"  course  of  the  spine,  but  this  arises  from 
"  exertion. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

C.  LlNDO." 

This  case  is  interesting,  proving  as  it 
does,  that  acupuncture  is  sometimes  bene- 
ficial, even  in  the  most  helpless  con- 
dition. Mr.  Greenfield,  Mr.  Lindo's  pro- 
fessional attendant,  wrote  to  me  to  request 
my  opinion  on  the  case  several  months 
before  I  saw  him ;  and  in  my  answer  I 
stated  the  substance  of  what  I  have  ad- 
vanced (fol.  17)  in  this  pamphlet.  The 
consequence  was  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Lindo, 
till  he  had  visited  the  whole  round  of 
celebrated  regulars,  and  irregulars.  I 
found  him  exceedingly  emaciated,  with  a 
countenance  nearly  as  yellow  as  gold, 
and  of  a  most  sickly  appearance.  He  was 
unable  to  walk  more  then  three  or  four 
hundred  yards,  and  even  this  short  journey, 
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was  performed  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 
His  stomach  was  deranged  in  its  functions, 
and  he  had  been  afflicted  with  ulceration 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels, 
and  is  still  subject  to  Prolapsus  Ani. 
Various  opinions  had  been  entertained  of 
his  case,  and  as  diversified  was  the  treat- 
ment to  which  he  was  subjected.  Mr. 
Brodie  prescribed  an  embrocation  that 
robbed  him  of  his  skin ;  Mr.  Abernethy, 
with  becoming  modesty,  advertised  his 
own  book ;  Mr.  La  Beaume  tried  galvanism  ; 
Laing,  the  Empiric,  gave  chamomile  pow- 
der, conjoined  with  soda,  and  rhubarb; 
and  Dr.  Addison,  without  attaching  much 
importance  to  his  opinion,  thought  that 
the  pain  was  sympathetic  with  the  disease 
of  the  rectum ;  while  I  ventured  to  hint, 
that  the  origin  of  the  disease  was  in  the 
spinal  cord.  Such  being  my  opinion,  I 
could  not  recommend  an  application  of  the 
needles,  but  as  a  forlorn  hope,  and  at  his 
earnest  desire,  they  were  tried  three  times, 
without  the  least  effect.    After  the  fourth 
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introduction,  he  was  greatly  relieved,  and 
enabled  to  walk  nearly  two  miles :  but 
subsequent  trials  added  little  to  the  good 
which  he  then  experienced.  After  I  had 
paid  him  about  ten  visits,  he  went  to 
Margate,  and  accidentally  meeting  Mr. 
Greenfield  last  week,  I  learnt  that  he  has 
had  recourse  to  acupuncture  again,  and  is 
gradually  improving  not  only  in  his  limbs, 
but  in  his  general  health. 

The  next  seven  cases  have  been  kindly 
communicated  to  me. 
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CASE  IX. 

Horsham,  December  19,  1822. 

My  dear  Sir, 

"  In  great  haste  I  take  the  liberty  of 
writing  to  you  upon  the  subject  of  acu- 
puncturation ;  and  have  pleasure  in 
doing  so,  because  I  have  the  honour  of 
knowing  you  personally,  from  our  being 
fellow-students  . at  the  United  Hospitals, 
Guy's  and  St.  Thomas's." 

"  Four  succesful  cases  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  needle  have  occurred  to 
me,  in  severe  chronic  rheumatism,  since 
your" Multum  inParvo"  publication,  has 
emerged  from  the  press. 

"  I  take  this  early  opportunity  of  re- 
turning you  my  best  thanks  for  having 
called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to 
this  valuable  remedy,  in  cases  that  are 
appropriate  for  its  use.  In  my  hands 
it  has  been  singularly  fortunate,  and 
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"  succesful  in  its  effects;  and  I  flatter 
"  myself  it  will  afford  you  no  small  share 
"  of  gratification  to  hear  of  the  rapid 
"  strides  it  is  making  towards  popular 
"  favor,  in  consequence  of  my  having 
introduced  it  successfully  in  the  case  of 
"  a  noble  Lord,  residing  in  this  county, 
"  whose  name  I  am  bound  to  conceal  for 
"  the  present,  in  case  it  should  find  its 
"  way  into  public  prints,   without  his 
"  sanction.    He   had  been  the  subject 
"  of  severe  sciatica  for  five  weeks:  every 
"  remedy  that  could  be  suggested  was 
**,  tried,  but  to  no  purpose.    His  lordship 
"  sent  for  me,  having  heard  of  my  previous 
"  successful  cases,  through  the  medium 
"  of  his  noble  Daughter,  who  had  wit- 
"  nessed  them.    I  found  him  labouring 
"  under  severe  pain,  which  had  confined 
"  him  to  his  house  some  time.    To  come 
"  to  the  point,  after  a  thrice  introduction 
"  of  the  needle  (without  giving  any  pain) 
"  he  was  quite  relieved,  nay  perfectly 
"  cured. 
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"  You  may  in  some  measure  guess  the 
"  result:  his  gratification  was  only  ex- 
"  ceeded  by  his  astonishment.  The  next 
"  day  he  went  out,  shooting;  and  from  the 
"  time  of  my  leaving  him  to  the  present 
"  moment,  has  nothad  the  slightest  return. 
"  There  are  no  bounds  to  his  Lordship's 
"  gratitude  and  delight:  he  went  almost 
M  on  purpose  to  Brighton,  a  distance  of 
"  thirty  miles,  to  make  it  known  amongst 
"  the  nobility  and  faculty  there.       *  * 

ft  *      *       j£  \yould 

"  afford  me  pleasure  to  hear  how  you 
<f  receive  this  confirmation  of  your  new 
"  practice,  and  to  know  in  what  cases 
11  you  have  found  it  useful,  exclusive  of 
<e  those  you  have  published. 

"  In  great  haste,  I  am, 
Yours  truly, 

Thos.  Martin.'' 

About  twelve  months  after  I  received 
this  gratifying  letter  from  Mr.  Martin, 
whom  I  remember  as  a  most  zealous 
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student,  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  the  Peer  he 
refers  to,  had  a  slight  attack  of  rheuma- 
tism in  the  muscles  of  the  Scapula,  and 
sent  for  me,  when  the  introduction  of  one 
needle  instantly  relieved  him.  At  this 
interview  his  Lordship  readily  consented 
to  the  publication  of  his  case. 
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Dover,  June  27,  1823. 

"  Sir, 

"  The  perusal  of  your  remarks  and 
"  cases  on  acupuncturation,  in  the  London 
"  Medical  Repository  for  May,  deter- 
"  mined  me  to  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
"  tunity  of  giving  trials  to  so  simple  a 
"  remedy ;  and  your  stating,  that  it  would 
(t  afford  you  much  satisfaction  to  receive 
"  succinct  accounts  of  its  effects  from 
"  any  gentlemen  who  may  feel  inclined 
"  to  employ  it,  induces  me  to  forward 
*f  you  a  detail  of  the  only  cases  in  which 
"  I  have  tried  it.  From  the  complete 
"  efficacy  experienced,  I  am  determined 
"  to  give  it  a  more  extended  trial,  and 
"  shall  feel  happy  in  transmitting  you  the 
"  result. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient, 

and  faithful  Servant, 

W.  Sankey." 

J.  M.  Churchill,  Esq. 
&c.  &c. 
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CASE  X. 

"  John  Beer,  aged  twenty-four  years,  a 
"  fisherman,  was  seized  on  Friday,  30th 
"  of  May,  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  back 
"  and  loins,  as  he  was  going  to  sea ;  where 
"  he  remained  eighteen  hours,  during 
"  which  time  he  became  quite  incapable 
"  of  moving  himself ;  in  which  state  he 
"  continued  till  Saturday  the  7th  instant, 
"  having  in  the  interim  applied  a  plaister, 
"  taken  some  Epsom  salts,  and  been  into 
•  the  warm  bath,  without  any  relief,  or 
"  mitigation  of  the  pain,  &c. 

"  On  the  7th  instant  he  applied  to  me, 
'*  when  one  needle  was  inserted  on  the 
"  right  side  of  the  spine  in  the  centre  of  the 

lumbar  muscles,  which  he  pointed  out  as 
"  the  most  painful  part ;  while  it  remained 
"  in,  the  pain  entirely  left  the  other  side, 

and  when  it  was  withdrawn,  he  was 

enabled  to  rise  and  to  move  about,  with- 
"  out  any  trouble,  for  about  two  hours, 

E 
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when  the  pain  returned,  though  not  so 
violently. 

"  8th.  Has  passed  a  tolerably  quiet 
night,  but  not  quite  free  from  pain, 
which  still  continues  on  the  right  side, 
a  little  above  where  the  needle  was  in- 
serted; two  more  needles  were  intro- 
duced on  the  right  side,  which  removed 
the  pain  till  about  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
when  it  returned,  and  at  intervals  he 
felt  violent  shoots;  in  the  day  he  got 
easier,  and  was  enabled  to  walk  out  a 
little. 

"  9th.  Slight  pain  still  remaining,  two 
more  needles  were  introduced,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  spine,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  nearly  free  from  pain,  and 
able  to  walk  about ;  as  however  a  very 
slight  pain  was  felt  on  the  right  side  on 
the  10th,  another  needle  was  introduced, 
which  removed  it  entirely. 
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"  11th.  Has  had  no  return  of  the  pain, 
and  feels  only  a  weakness  across  the 
loins. 

"  27th.  I  have  this  day  learnt  that  he 
has  been  two  or  three  times  to  sea,  and 
continues  quite  well. 

CASE  XI. 

m 

"  Thomas  Gates,  aged  forty-two  years, 
was  suddenly  attacked,  on  the  night  of 
the  20th  instant,  with  pain  in  the  tip  of 
his  left  shoulder,  accompanied  with 
tenderness  on  pressure,  which  continued 
to  increase  till  the  22nd,  in  spite  of 
embrocations,  warm  bath,  &c.  so  as  to 
prevent  his  taking  any  rest. 

On  the  22nd,  acupuncturation  was 
performed  in  three  places  in  the  Deltoid 
muscle  covering  the  affected  part,  by 
which  a  very  considerable  abatement 
of  pain  was  obtained,  and  an  almost 

e  2 
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entire  removal  of  the  tenderness,  the 
motion  of  his  arm  also  became  much 
freer. 

"  23rd.  Has  slept  but  little,  although 
he  has  not  felt  much  pain,  except  when 
lying  down;  he  says,  the  pain  this 
morning  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  tip 
of  the  shoulder,  where  he  cannot  bear 
any  pressure— it  occasionally  shoots  to 
the  elbows  and  below  the  Scapula.  A 
needle  was  inserted  to  the  depth  of  an 
inch  in  the  centre,  and  another  in  the 
outside  of  the  Deltoid  muscle,  which 
produced  considerable  alleviation  of 
pain,  entirely  removed  the  tenderness, 
and  enabled  him  to  raise  his  arm  much 
higher;  he  continued  so  easy,  that  he 
slept  two  or  three  hours  in  the  afternoon. 
About  five  the  pain  and  tenderness  re- 
turned, and  continued  to  increase  till 
eight,  when  it  was  as  violent  as  ever, 
but  more  midway  between  the  shoulder 
and  elbow.    Three  needles  were  now 
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inserted  in  the  top  of  the  shoulder,  two 
to  the  inside  and  one  to  the  outside  of 
the  arm;  in  about  half  an  hour  he  got 
perfectly  easy,  slept  for  five  or  six 
hours  at  a  time  during  the  night,  and 
has  had  no  return  of  pain  since  ;  the 
only  complaint  remaining  is  stiffness  of 
the  muscles  of  the  arm,  and  slight 
tenderness  at  the  point  of  the  shoulder, 
for  the  relief  of  which  he  was  directed 
to  use  a  spirituous  embrocation." 

P.  S.  In  order  to  be  certain  of  the 
effect  of  acupuncturation,  no  medicine 
or  external  application  was  employed 
in  either  of  the  above  cases,  and  em- 
brocation for  Gates  was  not  ordered  till 
the  28th." 
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At  the  request  of  Sir  Isaac  Coffin,  Bt., 
Mr.  Whicher  of  Petworth,  Sussex,  kindly 
favoured  me  with  three  cases,  two  of  which 
I  shall  narrate.  In  the  letter  which  in- 
closed them,  and  which  was  written  two 
months  after  the  patients  had  been  re- 
lieved, he  says,  "  the  two  patients  are 
quite  well,  and  have  not  had  any  return 
of  the  rheumatism.  I  have  had  two 
more  cases,  but  they  have  not  been  so 
successful  as  the  others." 


CASE  XII. 

"  Admiral,  Sir  Isaac  Coffin,  Bt.,  came 
■f  to  me  on  Sunday  morning,  March  30th, 
"  1823.  He  complained  of  rheumatism, 
"  which  had  affected  him  for  some  time,  in 
"  the  right  shoulder,  and  prevented  him 
"  from  lying  on  that  side,  and  it  was 
"  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  he  put 
"  on  his  coat.  I  thrice  introduced  a  needle 
"  into  the  Biceps  muscle,  and  suffered  it 
"  to  remain  five  minutes  each  time.  The 
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Admiral  said,  that  he  felt  a  consider- 
able glow  over  the  whole  arm,  on  the 
second  insertion,  but  it  gave  him  no 
pain.  On  the  needle  being  withdrawn 
the  last  time,  he  said  the  pain  was 
much  lessened.  He  was  enabled  to 
move  his  arm  with  ease,  and  to  put  on 
his  clothes  without  assistance.  After 
he  was  in  bed,  he  experienced  a  slight 
return  of  pain  in  the  shoulder;  but  it 
did  not  prevent  him  from  lying  on  it. 

"  On  Monday,  the  needle  was  again  in- 
troduced, and  with  the  same  success. 

"  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  Sir  Isaac 
honoured  me  with  a  visit,  to  inform 
me  that  he  had  felt  no  return  of  the 
pain  whatever,  and  that  he  was  quite 
well." 
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CASE  XIII. 

"  Benjamin  Burgess,  aged  60,  a  well- 
digger  by  trade,  had  been  for  some 
months  afflicted  with  rheumatism,  and 
unable  to  do  any  work.  The  pain  was 
seated  in  the  hip ;  he  could  not  walk 
without  a  stick,  and  suffered  much 
when  warm  in  bed.  He  came  to  me 
on  Good  Friday:  I  introduced  a  needle 
into  the  Vastus  Externus  muscle,  and 
let  it  remain  five  minutes:  it  did  not 
give  him  any  pain,  nor  produce  any 
kind  of  sensation.  1  then  introduced  the 
needle  a  second  time,  into  the  same 
muscle,  just  below  the  first  puncture, 
and  allowed  it  to  remain  five  minutes: 
during  the  time  the  needle  was  inserted, 
he  said  he  felt  the  pain  suddenly  leave 
the  hip,  and  go  into  the  knee.  I  intro- 
duced it  a  third  time,  just  below  the 
other  puncture,  and  during  the  time 
it  remained  there,  he  said  he  felt  the 
pain  pass  down  the  leg  to  the  ankle, 
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' '  and  a  considerable  heat  all  over  him.  He 
"  then  felt  faint,  and  began  to  perspire ; 
"  but  on  the  needle  being  withdrawn, 
these  symptoms  left  him.  He  was 
"  quite  free  from  pain ;  walked  two  miles 
"  to  his  house  ;  and  dug  in  his  garden  in 
"  the  afternoon.  During  the  night,  he 
"  again  felt  the  pain  in  the  hip,  though 
"  not  so  violently.  On  Sunday,  the  nee- 
"  die  was  again  introduced  three  times,  as 
"  on  Friday,  and  one  into  the  Gluteus 
"  muscle.  The  little  pain  that  remained 
"  left  him;  he  walked  quite  well,  and  had 
"  a  good  night.  On  Tuesday,  he  came 
"  again ;  the  needle  was  introduced  as 
"  before,  and  as  he  had  felt  some  pain  in 
"  the  knee,  I  punctured  the  Gastrocnemius 
"  muscle,  which  relieved  him  immediately 
"  in  that  part.  I  saw  him  the  following 
"  day,  when  he  told  me,  he  had  not  felt 
"  the  least  return  of  pain  ;  his  nights  had 
"  been  good,  and  he  had  thrown  away 
"  his  stick.  He  that  day  walked  twenty- 
"  four  miles,  and  carried  a  child  part  of 


58 


the  way,  and  at  that  time  felt  perfectly 
well.  On  Thursday,  he  came  again, 
having  had  a  slight  pain  in  the  hip, 
which  he  attributed  to  his  over- walking: 
the  day  before.  I  again  introduced 
the  needle  into  the  Vastus  Externus 
muscle,  and  he  said  he  felt  quite  well." 
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CASE  XIV. 

11  On  Thursday  morning,  a  man  applied 
at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  complaining 
of  a  severe  and  acute  pain  in  the  left 
knee.  Mr.  William  Balderston,  of  No.  4, 
Lancaster  Court,  Strand,  and  a  dresser 
of  M  r.  Travers's,  immediately  introduced 
a  needle  :  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes 
the  pain  ceased  in  that  part,  but  flew 
to  the  right  knee.  The  needle  was 
here  used,  when  the  man  exclaimed 
that  all  pain  had  left  him,  and  he  went 
home  quite  well." 
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CASE  XV. 

"  A  Greenwich  pensioner  was  directed 
to  apply  to  Mr.  Balderston.  This  man 
had  been  subject  for  many  years  to 
lumbago.  Mr.  B.  desired  him  to  lay 
on  the  sofa.  The  needle  was  intro- 
duced in  the  small  of  the  back,  on  the 
right  side  of  the  spine.  The  patient 
here  said,  that  the  pain  had  left  that 
part,  and  fixed  itself  under  the  left 
shoulder.  Mr.  Balderston  followed  it, 
and  after  the  needle  had  been  allowed 
to  remain  about  five  minutes  in  that 
spot,  the  man  said  that  all  pain  had 
left  him.  The  needle  was  then  with- 
drawn ;  he  got  up ;  had  free  use  of  his 
back  and  arms ;  dressed  himself,  and 
buckled  on  his  shoes,  which  he  had 
not  been  able  to  do  for  many  years 
past." 
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CASE  XVI. 
Br  Dr.  Carter. 

f  Isaac  Terry,  who  was  troubled  with 

;<  sciatica,  underwent  this  operation,  and 

*  the  relief  it  afforded  him,  though  un- 
'"*.  fortunately  not  permanent,  was  striking. 
f  The  needles  were  passed  May  9th ;  the 
'  pain  was  almost  immediately  removed, 

*  and  stiffness  only  of  the  affected  part 
'  remained.  The  patient  walked  four 
'  miles  with  ease.  The  pain,  however, 
'  returned  on  the  15th.  The  operation 
'  was  repeated  once  and  again,  and  both 
S  times  with  marked  relief.  This  how- 
'  ever,  as  I  before  stated,  was  not  perma- 
'  nent ;  perhaps  owing  to  the  man's  living 
1  exposed  to  cold  and  wet,  and  being  obliged 
'  to  work  very  hard.  He  afterwards,  got 
'  nearly  well  by  means  of  the  warm  bath 

*  and  colchicum. 

"  Another  patient,  Mary   Pattison,  a 
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"  middle  aged  woman  had  been  long 
"  suffering  from  rheumatic  pain  of  the 
"  arm  and  hand.  A  variety  of  remedies 
had  been  tried,  but  to  no  purpose. 
"  Acupuncture  was  here  of  decided  ef- 
"  ficacy.  It  certainly  removed  the  pains 
"  from  the  part  to  which  it  was  first  ap- 
'*  plied ;  and  the  patient,  at  her  own 
"  request,  had  the  needles  passed  into 
"  the  hands  and  fingers  several  times,  and 
"  if  her  statement  is  to  be  credited,  the 
"  operation  put  the  disease  to  flight. 
"  She  was  discharged  some  time  back, 
"  and  I  have  not  heard  of  her  since. 

"  I  have  employed  acupuncture  in 
"  several  other  cases,  sometimes  with 
"  considerable  success;  but,  I  must  con- 
"  fess,  more  often  without  benefit  to  the 
"  patient.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  I 
"  am  inclined  to  look  upon  it  as  a  remedy 
"  worthy  of  attention.  Discrimination, 
"  as  Mr.  Churchill  has  said,  is  necessary 
"  in  employing  it,  and  it  may  be  that  I 
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have  occasionally  resorted  to  it,  in 
cases  to  which  it  was  not  exactly  adap- 
ted. When  a  novel  remedy  is  brought 
forward,  how  prone  we  are  to  exhibit 
it  without  due  discrimination." 

(Med.  Repository .) 
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CASE  XVI r. 

A  woman  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartho- 
mew's  Hospital  afflicted  with  sciatica.— At 
the  time  of  her  admission,  her  digestive 
organs  were  much  disordered ;  rhubarb  and 
soda  soon  restored  these  to  proper  action, 
and  the  painful  affection  of  the  nerve  was 
much  diminished  for  the  time ;  but  soon  be- 
came aggravated.  Steel,  bark,  colchicum, 
and  other  general  means,  with  leeches,  blis- 
tering, and  cupping,  were  resorted  to,  pro- 
ducing relief,  but  not  of  long  continuance. 
Mr.  Earle  then  determined  to  try  acu- 
puncture. Two  needles  being  introduced 
to  the  extent  of  an  inch,  near  the  Sacrum, 
were  allowed  to  remain  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  then  withdrawn,  with  almost 
(apparent)  instantaneous  relief.  She 
passed  the  night  free  from  pain,  which 
for  many  months  had  been  intolerable  ; 
the  pain  returning  slightly  two  days  after- 
wards, they  were  again  introduced,  and 
with  the  same  success.    The  patient  left 
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the  hospital  a  few  days  after,  free  from 
any  inconvenience  beyond,  the  soreness 
of  the  punctures. 

(  Lancet.) 
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CASE  XVIII. 
By  J.  Hunter  Ewing,  M.D. 

The  attention  of  the  medical  public 
having  been  of  late  much  excited  on  the 
subject  of  acupuncturation,  I  am  induced 
to  communicate  the  following  case  : — 

For  eighteen  months,  Miss   had 

been  afflicted,  at  intervals,  with  a  severely- 
painful  affection  of  the  nerves  of  the  right 
cheek,  immediately  below  the  orbit  of  the 
eye,  and  extending  to  the  angle  of  the 
lower  jaw.  On  the  14th  of  January,  1826, 
she  was  attacked  more  violently  than 
usual,  and  the  remedies  which  had  pre- 
viously afforded  some  relief  now  failed. 
Stimulating  cataplasms,  warm  embroca- 
tions, laudanum  internally  and  externally, 
heat  applied  externally  to  the  cheek  by 
means  of  very  hot  flannels,  produced  not 
the  slightest  mitigation  of  the  pain ;  and 
she  continued  to  suffer  excessively  until 
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the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  when  the  acu- 
puncturation  being  proposed,  she  con- 
sented to  the  operation  with  this  remark, 
"  any  thing  to  relieve  me  from  this  agony." 

The  needles  were  immediately  procured, 
and  three  inserted  about  an  inch  from 
each  other.  Two  in  a  line  parallel  with 
the  inferior  edge  of  the  orbit  of  the  eye, 
and  half  an  inch  below  it;  and  a  third 
below,  and  equi-distant  from  the  others. 
The  first  two  were  introduced  to  the 
depth  of  three-fourths  of  an  inch ;  the  last, 
a  full  inch.  They  were  inserted  very 
gradually,  and  with  a  rotary  motion. 

The  second  needle  was  scarcely  intro- 
duced, before  the  patient  exclaimed,  «<«  the 
pain  has  entirely  left  me."  When  the 
third  was  introduced,  she  experienced  a 
stiffness  in  the  muscles  of  the  cheek,  and 
a  creeping  sensation,  as  if  a  spider's  web 
had  been  drawn  across  the  face;  but  no 
painful  sensation  whatever. 

f  2 
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Such  was  the  exhausted  state  of  her 
system  from  the  excessive  pain  she  had 
suffered,  that  when  thus  relieved,  she  re- 
quested a  pillow  to  rest  her  head  on,  and 
fell  into  a  gentle  slumber. 

About  two  hours  after  the  insertion  of 
the  needles,  I  again  visited  my  patient, 
and  found  her  still  perfectly  free  from  pain, 
and  seated  at  a  table  reading.  She 
thanked  me  for  the  relief  1  had  been  the 
means  of  affording  her,  and  requested  me 
not  to  withdraw  the  needle,  lest  the  pain 
might  return.  Upon  being  apprised  of 
the  risk  that  might  attend  their  being- 
allowed  to  remain,  she  observed  that  she 
would  rather  have  a  servant  to  watch  her 
whilst  she  slept.  The  propriety  of  their 
removal  being  further  urged,  she  at  last 
consented.    There  was  no  return  of  pain. 

The  next  morning,  the  patient  remarked, 
that  the  stiffness  of  the  cheek,  and  a 
numbness  of  the  whole  right  side,  con- 
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tinued  through  the  night ;  and  though  she 
did  not  sleep  very  soundly,  she  was  free 
from  pain,  and  rested  well. 

By  the  third  day,  the  stiffness  and 
numbness  had  passed  away,  and  there 
was  no  return  of  pain.  Several  weeks 
have  now  passed,  and  she  has  had  no  re- 
lapse, although  often  since  exposed  to 
causes  which  heretofore  had  always  exci- 
ted violent  attacks.  Previously  to  the  ope- 
ration, she  seldom  passed  as  many  days 
without  severe  suffering. 

Although  I  have  performed  this  opera- 
tion many  times,  and  been  present  when 
others  have  performed  it,  I  have  never 
seen  a  case  in  which  its  efficacy  was  so 
decided,  or  in  which  the  relief  afforded 
was  more  unquestionably  attributable  to 
the  action  of  the  needles. 

{Med,  Repository  ) 
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CASES 

BY 

MR.  WANSBROUGH,  OF  FULHAM. 


Having  witnessed  the  instantaneous, 
and,  I  may  add,  astonishing  effect  of 
acupuncturation  as  a  remedial  mean,  in 
the  first  case  that  came  under  my  notice, 
I  resolved  to  give  the  operation  a  fair 
trial  in  every  instance,  wherein  its  use 
should  be  indicated. 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with 
the  cases  here  detailed,  and  the  results  of 
my  practice  have  convinced  me  that  acu- 
puncturation, under  certain  regulations, 
and  in  the  hands  of  a  skilful  surgeon,  is 
a  powerful  agent  in  the  practice  of  sur- 
gery, whilst  it  conveys  to  the  liberal  mind, 
the  pleasurable  gratification  of  affording 
to  human  suffering  instantaneous  relief, 
by  a  more  expeditious,  and  efficacious 
mode,  than  any  other  remedy  in  such  cases 
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hitherto  known,  and  employed.  The  in- 
troduction of  the  needle  is  seldom  felt 
after  touching  the  cutis,  and  then  only 
when,  perhaps,  it  encounters  a  filament 
of  a  nerve ;  the  pain,  in  that  case,  is  some- 
times acute,  but  it  is  only  momentary, 
and  immediate  relief  is  the  result,  at  least 
I  have  found  it  so.  I  have  never  ven- 
tured beyond  simply  introducing  the  in- 
strument, nor  have  I  ventured  near  the 
trunks  or  larger  branches  of  nerves.  I 
confess,  that  with  all  my  zeal  for  the 
remedy,  I  should  not  like  to  risk  the 
pricking  of  either,  with  an  acupuncture 
needle;  neither  have  I  ventured  to  apply 
galvanism  as  an  auxiliary ;  my  cases  prove 
successful  without  its  aid,  and  I  therefore 
leave  that  part  of  the  subject  to  more  ex- 
perienced surgeons  than  myself. 

Case  1. — Mr.  A.  W.,  aged  50,  a  very 
corpulent  subject,  of  about  eighteen  stone 
weight,  was  violently  attacked  by  lum- 
bago ;  after  undergoing  the  ordeal  of  bleed- 
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ing,  purging,  and  embrocations  without 
relief,  on  learning  that  I  possessed  the 
means  of  affording  him  immediate  ease, 
sent  for  me  to  come  to  him  immediately, 
and  bring  my  "  needles"  with  me.  I 
found  the  poor  fellow  writhing  with  pain, 
beneath  three  blankets  and  a  thick  coun- 
terpane, under  which  he  had  been  kept 
until  he  was  bathed  in  perspiration.  The 
seat  of  the  pain  was  precisely  over  the 
whole  of  the  Sacrum,  and  extended  to  the 
Alae  Ischii.  I  introduced  three  needles  into 
the  part,  to  the  bone,  immediately  over 
the  centre  of  it,  each  two  inches  apart ; 
the  pain  was  instantly  transferred  to  the 
left  Gluteus.  I  suffered  the  needles  to  re- 
main half  a  minute,  and  then  inserted 
them  into  that  fleshy  muscle,  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  deep,  where  the  ememy  had 
made  a  stand.  Two  needles  routed  him 
thence  into  the  Biceps,  whence  he  finally 
posted  himself  in  the  Gastrocnemii  in  the 
line  of  attack.  One  needle  ultimately  ex- 
pelled him  from  this  last  position,  and 


73 


freed  my  patient  from  all  pain.  The  ope- 
ration lasted  about  five  minutes.  Mr.  W. 
then  got  up  and  dressed  himself,  express- 
ing the  greatest  astonishment  at  what  he 
termed  the  "  magical  effect  of  the  nee- 
dles"!!! 

Six  hours  after,  the  enemy  made  a  faint 
attack,  but  was  instantly  repulsed  by 
one  needle,  and  the  patient  left  in  quiet 
possession  of  the  field,  which  he  has  en- 
joyed uninterruptedly  ever  since. 

Case  2. — I  was  called  to  a  poor  woman, 
who  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  three 
days  by  a  severe  attack  of  lumbago,  suf- 
fering the  most  acute  agony  upon  the 
slightest  movement :  the  pain  was  referred 
to  the  back,  on  which  she  had  lain  since 
the  attack. 

With  some  difficulty,  and  suffering,  she 
was  turned  on  her  face,  and,  on  examina- 
tion, the  seat  of  the  disease  was  ascer- 
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tained  to  be  in  the  lower  third  of  the  Lon- 
gissimi  Dorsi.  I  introduced  three  needles, 
an  inch  deep,  into  those  muscles,  two  into 
the  right,  and  one  into  the  left.  The  first 
needle  was  scarcely  felt ;  the  second  oc- 
casioned acute  pain,  which  excited  a 
piercing  cry ;  the  severity  of  the  pain, 
however,  subsided  entirely  in  a  few  se- 
conds, and  the  third  needle  was  passed 
insensibly ;  the  distances  observed  in  this 
case  was  the  same  as  in  the  last,  viz.  an 
inch.  In  less  than  four  minutes  the  nee- 
dles were  withdrawn,  the  patient  no  longer 
experiencing  any  inconvenience,  save  stiff- 
ness from  having  laid  so  long  on  her  back. 
Although  perfectly  freed  from  pain,  it  was 
enough  to  excite  a  smile  to  witness  the 
woman's  scepticism  on  the  success  of  the 
operation;  she  could  scarcely  credit  the 
evidence  of  her  senses,  for  when  desired 
to  turn  on  her  back  she  obeyed  with 
hesitation,  and  doubt,  dreading  least  she 
should  encounter  the  "  pain."  She,  how- 
ever, at  length  succeeded,  not  only  in 
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turning,  but  sat  up  in  bed,  to  the  great 
joy  of  herself  and  her  anxious  husband, 
who  witnessed  the  operation,  and  its  happy 
effects,  in  breathless  expectation.  It  was 
very  gratifying  to  see  the  poor  creature 
sit  up ;  her  countenance  beamed  with 
delight,  equalled  only  by  her  astonishment 
and  grateful  thanks  for  the  '*  wonderful 
cure"  I  wrought  to  her. 

I  saw  her  the  next  day  up  and  about, 
attending  to  her  family  of  six  infant  chil- 
dren.   The  pains  had  not  returned. 

Case  3. — An  old  man,  70  years  of  age, 
came  into  my  surgery,  his  body  bent  im- 
moveably  to  almost  a  right  angle,  and 
walked,  or  rather  hobbled,  with  difficulty. 
I  at  first  attributed  his  appearance  to  the 
infirmity  of  years,  but  was  surprised  to 
learn  from  him,  that  he  had  come  nearly 
a  mile  "  to  be  relieved  by  my  needles." 
He  was  suffering  under  a  severe  attack 
of  lumbago  in  the  Longissimi  Dorsi. 
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Three  needles  introduced,  as  in  the 
former  case,  performed  a  cure,  and  in  five 
minutes,  the  old  man  became  again  erect, 
and  could  stoop  to  the  ground,  which  de- 
lighted him  exceedingly.  He  walked  out 
a  very  different  being  to  what  he  was 
when  he  entered,  and  departed,  leaving 
me  his  blessing. 

Case  4. — This  old  man,  a  few  days 
after,  met  another  in  the  same  plight, 
whom  he  recommended  to  me  for  relief. 
The  operation  was  performed  on  him  in 
the  same  manner  as  his  predecessor,  and 
with  the  like  result.  He  also  left  me  his 
blessing ! 

I  was  sent  for  to  another  old  man,  70 
years  of  age,  affected  in  the  same  manner. 
I  succeeded  with  him  in  an  equal  ratio 
with  the  others,  and  left  him  to  pursue 
his  avocation  as  a  labouring  gardener. 

In  all  these  three  cases,  the  attacks  were 
occasioned  by  cold,  from  getting  wet. 
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Case  6. — A  gentleman  of  strong  mus- 
cular fibre,  applied  to  me  on  account  of 
a  severe  and  distressing  pain  in  the  right 
Hypochondrium,  which  affected  his  respi- 
ration. As  the  affection  seemed  purely- 
muscular,  I  introduced  two  needles  over 
the  region  of  the  right  hepatic  lobe  ;  the 
second  needle  entered  beyond  the  muscle 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  The  patient 
felt  a  very  acute  pain  for  a  moment,  which 
rather  alarmed  me ;  I,  however,  suffered 
the  instrument  to  remain  about  twenty 
seconds,  when  it  was  withdrawn,  and  all 
pain  ceased.  No  unpleasant  symptom 
has  since  occurred. 

I  know,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  state- 
ments to  that  effect  in  the  French  journals, 
that  the  abdominal  cavity,  in  fact,  almost 
all  the  cavities  have  been  pierced,  not  ex- 
cepting the  pericardium,  nay,  even  the 
heart  has  come  in  for  its  share ;  but  this 
is  nothing  in  an  age  of  miracles:  but 
— verbwn  sat. 
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The  wife  of  the  last  mentioned  gentle- 
man complained  of  a  pain  in  her  shoulder, 
which  prevented  her  from  using  the  arm. 
I  found  the  Subscapularis  muscle  affected ; 
a  needle  was  passed  obliquely  up  to  the 
hilt,  under  the  Posterior  Inferior  Angle 
of  the  Scapula,  and  into  the  muscle;  a 
sharp  pain  was  felt;  an  instant  after  the 
patient  declared  herself  quite  well,  and 
moved  her  arm  about  with  perfect  ease. 
The  needle  was  withdrawn  at  the  end  of 
half  a  minute:  no  further  inconvenience 
was  felt. 

Case  8. — A  lady  applied  to  me,  suffer- 
ing under  violent  pain  in  the  Deltoid, 
which  had  deprived  her  of  appetite  and 
rest  for  three  days  and  nights.  She  had 
used  embrocations  without  having  received 
any  benefit  from  them.  Two  needles  in- 
troduced into  the  muscle,  performed  a 
cure  in  three  minutes.  She  raised  her 
arm  to  her  head,  and  turned  it  about  in 
every  way,  in  wonder  and  astonishment, 
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at  the  sudden  and  effectual  relief  she  had 
so  unexpectedly  received. 

This  brief  detail  will,  I  trust,  recom- 
mend acupuncturation  to  the  timid  prac- 
titioner, with  a  success  equal  to  my  own. 
As  respects  the  modus  operandi,  I  have 
proceeded  to  every  case  according  to  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Churchill,  in  his 
useful  little  work  on  acupuncturation,  to 
which  I  beg  to  refer,  the  readers  of  The 
Lancet  for  further  information  on  the 
subject.  I  may  just  observe,  that  the 
cases  on  which  I  so  successfully  operated, 
were  all  simple  local  rheumatism ;  in  only 
one  case  did  blood  issue  from  the  punc- 
tures made  by  the:  needles,  and  that  but 
a  small  drop.  I  shall  not  here  hazard  an 
hypothesis  of  the  modus  operandi  of  acu- 
puncturation on  the  animal  economy ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  free  to  confess 
myself  sceptical  on  the  creed,  that  its 
effects  are  produced  by  the  escape  of  air 
from  the  cellular  membrane  through  the 
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punctures  made  by  the  needles!  This 
conclusion  is  not  proved,  neither  do  I 
believe  it  can  be.  The  very  form  of  the 
instrument  is  a  barrier  to  the  escape  of 
air,  and,  moreover,  the  cure  is  often  per- 
formed before  the  needles  are  withdrawn,  and 
sometimes  by  causing  acute  pain  in  the  act 
of  introducing  them.  These  are  premises 
that  warrant  a  very  different  conclusion 
in  the  rationale  of  the  effect  of  acupunc- 
ture, than  the  escape  of  air;  what  that 
conclusion  is,  I  know  not,  but  I  believe 
it  to  depend  on  some  of  those  mysterious 
operations  of  nature  that  will  ever  be  be- 
yond the  reach  of  human  ken,  and  which 
by  consequence  constitute  the  ne plus  ultra 
of  physiological  research. 

{Lancet.) 
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CASE  XXVI. 
By  Mr.  Finch,  of  Greenwich. 
Locked- Jaw  cured  by  Acupuncture. 

"  The  frequent  opportunities  I  have  had 
"  of  witnessing  the  manifest  benefit  it 
"  (acupuncture)  has  afforded  in  rheumatic 
'  patients,  by  producing  almost  instanta- 
'  neous  relief,  particularly  in  those  cases 
'  where  there  was  rigidity  of  muscles, 
k  induced  me  to  entertain  the  opinion, 
'  that  it  might  be  efficacious  in  the  alle- 
'  viation  of  tetanus,  and  I  determined  to 
'  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity,  to 
'  make  trial  of  it  in  that  disease.    In  the 
'  course  of  last  month,  a  highly  respect- 
'  able  neighbouring   practitioner  (Mr. 
Bromley,  of  Deptford)  informed  me, 
that  he  was  attending  a  patient  who  had 
fallen  from  a  considerable  height,  and 
had  received  several  extensive  lacerated 
wounds,  on  various  parts  of  the  body, 
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"  and  scalp;  and  that  he  despaired  of 
"  his  recovery  in  consequence  of  trismus, 
"  (locked-jaw)  &c.  having  taking  place, 
"  and  destroyed  all  power  of  deglutition. 
"  I  intimated  to  Mr.  Bromley,  that  if  the 
"  case  were  mine,  I  should  try  the  effect 
"  of  acupuncturation,  and  I  was  permitted 
''  to  accompany  him  to  the  patient's  house. 
"  The  patient  was  in  a  most  distressing 
"  situation  with  a  pulse  of  130;  the  jaw 
"  completely  locked;  and,  from  the  extreme 
"  rigidity  of  the  muscles  about  the  throat, 
"  he  was  incapable  of  swallowing  the  smallest 
"  quantity  of  food.    Having  obtained  per- 
"  mission  to  employ  the  needles,  I  intro- 
"  duced  one  into  the  Masseter  muscle  of 
"  the  right  side,  and  was  much  gratified  to 
"  find  that  muscle,  as  well  as  the  Sterno- 
«  cleido-mastoideus,  Platysma  Myoides, 
<£  and  all  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and 
"  throat  of  that  side,  instantaneously  relieved 
"  from  their  spasmodic  contraction.  Such 
«  was  the  effect  of  the  operation,  that 
«  BEFOitE  we  left  the  room,  the  patient 
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**  took  a  large  dose  of  tinct.  opii,  and  a  cup  of 
"  chocolate,  although  he  had  been  unable  to 
"  swallow  any  thing  for  some  considerable 
"  time  before.    He   is   now  perfectly 

RECOVERED." 

(Medical  Repository.) 

I  still  continue  to  hear  of  the  extension 
of  the  practice  throughout  the  united  king- 
doms.   Many  surprising  cures  have  been 
effected  by  it,  at  the  Hospital  of  Surgery, 
Panton  Square,  under  the  superintendence 
of  that  distinguished  surgeon,  Mr.  Ward- 
rop.    Mr.  Scott,  of  Newington,  continues 
to  employ  the  needles  with  his  accustomed 
success  :  and  his  Excellency,  the  American 
Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Paris,  has 
signified  his  intention  to  give  me  the  de- 
tails of  his  own  case,   some  interesting 
particulars  of  which  I  have  already  learned 
from  my  friend  Dr.  Stokoe. 

I  had  selected  several  other  interesting 
cases  from  foreign  journals,  but  as  this 

o  2 
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pamphlet  has  extended  to  a  length,  I  did 
not  anticipate,  and  as  many  of  them  have 
been  transferred  to   the    pages  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  and  the  Edin- 
burgh Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  I  refrain 
from  narrating  them.    I  have  already  re- 
deemed my  pledge,  and  brought  together 
a  body  of  evidence  sufficient  to  stagger 
the  unbelief  of  the   most  unbelieving; 
I  therefore   conclude  with  the  following 
testimony  from  Dr.  Elliotson,  the  able  and 
perseverving  physician  to  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  which  has  just  appeared  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Society.     "  There  is  a  remedy  upon 
"  which  I  am  anxious  to  make  a  report, 
"  because  I  have  had  ample  experience 
"  of  its  utility.    During  the  last  three 
"  years  I  have  employed  acupuncture 
"  very  extensively,  both  in  private  and 
"  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  in  rheuma- 
"  tism.    My  experience  perfectly  coin- 
"  cides  with  that  of  Mr.  Churchill, — of  it 
"  being  chiefly  useful  in  the  rheumatism 
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«  of  fleshy  parts — rheumatalgia ;  and  the 
more  so,  as  the  disease  is  less  inflam- 
matory.   Indeed  when  the  parts  are 
hot,  or  the  pain  is  increased  by  heat, 
the  remedy  is  generally  useless,  and 
cannot  supply  the  plan  of  antiphlogistic 
measures.    On  the  same   principle  I 
have  never  seen  it  beneficial  in  any 
inflammation,   or  inflammatory  pain. 
Like  Mr.  Churchill,  I  find  that  one 
needle  allowed  to  remain  an  hour  or 
two  in  a  part,  is  more  efficient  than 
several  used  but  for  a  few  moments. 
The  effects  are  often  magical.    The  pain 
sometimes  ceases  while  the  needle  is  in 
the  flesh,  but  generally  three  or  four 
applications  to  each  painful  part  are  re- 
quired.   I  have  known  the  disease  not 
entirely  yield  before  the  ninth.  Of  forty- 
two  cases  taken  in  succession  from  the  hos- 
pital books,  thirty  were  cured;  and  the 
other  twelve  were  clearly  not  adapted 
for  it." 
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%*  Since  acupuncture  has  been  so 
generally  employed  in  France,  some  of 
the  ingenious  natives  of  that  country,  have 
first  introduced  the  needles,  and  by 
means  of  the  conducting  wires  of  a  gal- 
vanic trough,  established  a  current  of 
galvanism  from  one  needle  to  another  : 
and  although  I  have  had  no  experience  in 
this  method,  I  thiuk  it  well  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  our  hospital  physicians,  who 
daily  meet  with  diseases  in  the  limbs, 
that  defy  the  powers  of  all  our  remedies. 
For  a  detail  of  successful  cases,  and  for 
the  manner  in  which  Messrs.  Bally,  and 
Mayraux,  have  operated,  I  must  refer  to 
the  Archives  Generale,  and  to  the  Revue 
Medicale,  both  for  the  year  1825,  or  to  the 
Lancet,  fol.  281  and  386,  vol.  ix. 
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Dropsical  Accumulations  treated  by 
Acupuncture. 

All  practitioners  of  experience  are 
aware,  that  a  safe  method  of  evacuating 
serous  accumulations  in  the  extremities, 
has  long  been  a  desideratum.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  operation  of  scarification 
would  be  attended  less  often  with  dan- 
gerous consequences,  were  it  practised 
in  the  early  stages  of  dropsical  infiltration, 
when  the  vitality  of  the  system  is  but 
little  exhausted. 

If  common  report  be  true,  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  York  was  placed 
in  imminent  danger,  and  suffered  ex- 
tremely, from  the  ill-conditioned  sores 
that  were  produced  by  it ;  and  1  deeply 
lament  the  circumstance,  as  I  have  punc- 
tured the  legs  of  many  patients  with 
needles,  and  have  never  known  an  unto- 
ward symptom  produced. 
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Case  I. — "  Twelve  months  ago,  I  was 
requested  by  a  professional  man  to  see  a 
patient  of  his  at  Bayswater,  who  for 
several  weeks  had  been  under  the  super- 
intendence of  that  acute  physician,  Dr. 
Gregory.  .  I  found  him  labouring  under 
general  dropsy.  His  abdomen  was  filled 
with  serum ;  and  his  legs  and  thighs  were 
enormously  distended.  He  had  worked 
hard,  and  was  a  drinker  of  spirits :  his 
dejections  were  particularly  vitiated  and 
offensive;  his  breathing  short;  and  the 
alae  of  his  nose  became  distended  by 
every  inspiration,  a  symptom  denoting 
extreme  debility.  He  was  so  helpless  as 
to  be  unable  to  turn  in  bed.  His  pulse 
was  quick  and  feeble,  and  his  countenance 
replete  with  anxiety.  The  secretion  of 
urine  had  nearly  ceased,  and  diuretics 
failed  to  increase  it.  In  short,  as  Dr. 
Gregory  can  testify,  it  was,  to  all  appear- 
ance, a  hopeless  case.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  advised  an  invigorating  plan 
of  treatment.    Cardiac  and  tonic  medi- 
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cines  were  prescribed,  and  a  nourishing 
diet.  He  soon  rallied,  and  at  an  interval 
of  a  fortnight  I  twice  performed  the  oper- 
ation of  tapping,  whereby  twenty-seven 
quarts  of  serum  were  evacuated  from  the 
abdomen.  The  root  of  Bryonia  alba  was 
now  administered  with  the  most  bene- 
ficial results ;  for  it  not  only  produced 
copious  watery  evacuations  from  the  intes- 
tines, but  exerted  a  happy  influence  over 
the  kidnies,  whereby  the  secretion  of 
urine  was  gradually  re-established.  Once 
or  twice  it  acted  too  powerfully  on  the 
bowels,  when  it  was  found  necessary  to 
administer  opiates  to  diminish  its  effects, 
and  tonics  were  of  great  service  in  re- 
storing his  strength.  His  legs,  however, 
continued  to  be  distended  to  their  maxi- 
mum point,  and  although  the  skin  was 
in  an  indurated,  and  scaly  condition, 
arising  from  pressure,  and  blisters  for- 
merly applied,  yet  acupuncture  was  em- 
ployed with  complete  success.  The  quan- 
tity of  fluid  which  continued  to  escape 
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for  several  days  was  immense  ;  the  jpunc- 
tures  assumed  no  unhealthy  appearance  ; 
suitable  medicines  were  persevered  in; 
and  the  man  has  been  perfectly  well  for 
several  months,  and  able  to  follow  the 
laborious  employment  of  a  coach-spring 
maker. 

My  attention  to  this  plan  was  first 
excited  by  the  subjoined  account,  which 
appeared  in  the  Medical  Repository: — 

u  The  discharge  of  serous  infiltrations 
"  of  the  cellular  texture,  by  external  means, 
"  is  frequently  a  matter  both  of  difficulty 
*  and  danger.  We  have,  however,  been 
"  indebted  to  Dr.  Sutton  and  Mr.  Finch, 
^  for  employing  a  method  to  which 
**  neither  of  these  exceptions  can  be 
"  taken,  and  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
"  a  valuable  addition  to  the  means  of 
"  cure  usually  resorted  to  in  derange- 
"  ments  of  this  description.  The  me- 
"  thod  to  which  we  allude  is  the  employ- 
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"  ment  of  acupuncturation  in  removing 

"  serous  accumulations  in  cellular  struc- 

M  tures.    This  means  may  be  adopted 

"  with  advantage,  under  circumstances 

"  that  might  render  the  punctures  by  a 

"  lancet  unavailing  and  dangerous,  as 

"  the  instructive   case  alluded   to  de- 

"  raonstrates ;  and  if  we  may  be  permitted 

"  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  this 

"  practice,  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  we 

"  should  be  induced  to  conclude  that  it 

"  fully  deserves  to  be  generally  adopted, 

"  and  to  be  extended  to  the  treatment  of 

"  other  disorders,  in  which  it  has  not 

' '  hitherto  been  employed." 

Case  2. — "  Having  in  the  course  of  the 

"  last  month,  (says  Mr.  Finch)  resorted  to 

"  acupuncturation,  with  manifest  advan- 

*  tage,  in  a  case  of  fixed  pain  in  the  lumbar 

"  region,  I  am  therefore  persuaded  that  it  is 

"  a  means  of  relief  which  deserves  to  be 

"  extensively  known,  and  generally  adop- 

"  ted,  as  it  effects  its  purpose  in  the  most 
"  easy  manner;  and  should  it  fail,  is  pro- 


92 


ductive  of  little  or  no  inconvenience  to 
the  patient.  The  profession  must  ever 
'  feel  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Churchill 
'  for  bringing  this  ingenious  and  valuable 
practice  into  notice.  It  is,  however, 
with  reference  to  another  application 
of  the  needles  that  I  address  this  com- 
munication. 

"  I  have,   with   Dr.  Sutton,  of  this 
place,  been  attending  a  patient  with 
very    considerable    anasarca    of  the 
lower  extremities,  attended  with  symp- 
toms of  hydrothorax.    The  Doctor  felt 
inclined  to  discharge  the  fluid  from  the 
extremities  by  punctures  of  the  lancet, 
but  was  led  to  .defer  it,  on  account  of 
the  unpleasant    circumstances  which 
are  frequently  occasioned  by  that  opera- 
tion.   It  occurred  to   him  that  acu- 
puncturation  might  be  tried  with  much 
greater  safety.    This   suggestion  was 
adopted,   and  I  had  the  satisfaction 
to  find,  that  the  practice  was  followed 
by  none  of  the  bad  consequences  which 
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"  almost    invariably  supervene  to  the 

"  former  method.    After  the  water  had 

"  oozed  from  the  minute  punctures  for  a 

"  day  or  two,   they  closed  in  such  a 

"  manner  as  to  leave  no  vestige  of  their 

"  having- existed.    It  is  most  true,  that 

"  a  very  small  portion  of  fluid  will  escape 

"  through  any  one  puncture,    but  the 

"  number  of  them  may  be  multiplied  to 

"  any  amount ;  and  as  this  is  done  with- 

"  out  exciting  pain  to  the  patient,  the 

"  anasarcous  limb   may  be  very  expe- 

"  ditiously  reduced. 

"  Of  the  small  number  of  punctures 
"  made  in  the  case  just  alluded  to,  not 
"  one  assumed  even  the  appearance  of 
"  inflammation  ;  and  the  reduction  of  the 
"  size  of  the  limbs  was  happily  accom- 
"  plished  without  any  sort  of  incon- 
"  venience;  thus  clearly  pointing  out  a 
"  most  efficacious  and  safe  method  of 
"  evacuating  such  collections  of  fluid." 

(Medical  Repository.) 
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CASE  III. 

By  Dr.  J.  Tweedale,  Lynn  Regis, 
Norfolk 

'*  In  the  absence  of  the  physician  who 
had  been  in  attendance  for  some  months, 
I  was  requested  on  the  1st  of  August 

last  to  visit  Mr.  of  this  town.  I 

found  him  labouring  under  anasarca,  in 
a  very  advanced  stage;  the  cellular 
membrane  of  the  upper  and  lower  ex- 
tremities and  trunk  being  enormously 
distended  with  fluid,  accompanied  with 
cough  and  most  distressing  dyspnoea. 

"  Various  diuretics  and  cathartics  had 
been  administered  without  benefit.  I 
prescribed  still  more  active  hydra- 
gogues,  a  blister  to  the  chest,  and 
saline  pediluvia.  On  the  following  day 
the  family  physician  having  returned, 
I  met  him  in  consultation,  when  it  was 
determined  to  continue  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  me  on  the  preceding  day. 
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"  Several  days  having  elapsed  under  very 

"  active  treatment,  without  any  material 

"  relief  to  the  patient,  I  was  induced  to 

recommend    a   trial  of  acupuncture. 

"  That  operation  was  readily  submitted 

"  to,  and  was  performed  with  a  common 

"  needle  of  middling  size,  guarded  with  a 

*'  small  piece  of  sealing  wax  at  the  eye, 

"  to  prevent  injury  to  the  surgeon's  finger; 

"  and  with  a  thread  passed  a  few  times 

round  the  needle,  at  rather  less  than  a 

"  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  point,  in 

"  order  that  the   punctures   might  not 

"  exceed  the  depth  required.    With  a 

"  needle  thus  guarded,  about  a  dozen 

"  punctures  were  made  in  each  leg,  within 

"  a  very  few  minutes,  and  with  little  or 

"  no  pain  to  the  patient. 

"  The  result  has  been  most  satisfactory ; 

"  the  arms  and  trunk,  were  in  the  course 

"  of  a  week  reduced  to  their  natural  size, 

"  and  nothing  now  remains  but  slight 

"  cedema  of  the  ancles  and  feet.    As  the 


9G 

punctures  had  closed,  the  operation 
was  repeated  with  a  triangular  pointed 
(small  glover 's)  needle,  which  enters  the 
skin  more  readily,  and  leaves  a  more  per- 
manent puncture  than  the  round-pointed 
needle. 

<f  Scarifying  and  puncturing  with  the 
lancet  are  not  only  more  painful  opera- 
tions, but  not  unfrequently  followed  by 
unpleasant  consequences." 
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CASE  IV. 

D-k.  Carter,  of  the  Kent  Hospital, 
remarks :— "  Upon  the  death  of  my  late 
"  colleague,  Dr.  Parke,  the  care  of  his 
"  patients  in  the  hospital  devolved  upon 
"  me,  until  the  election  of  a  physician  to 
"  supply  his  place.    Among  other  cases, 

I  found  one  of  general  dropsy.  The 
"  individual,   whose  name   was  Austin 

Upton,  aetat.  thirty-seven,  was  mori- 
"  bund  when  I  saw  him  first,  viz.  March 

14th,  and  he  died  two  days  after. 

I  obtained  the  following  symptoms 
"  from  one  of  the  pupils:—'  The  man 
:  was  admitted  with  general  dropsy. 
"  He  complained  of  difficulty  of  breathing, 
"  accompanied  with  a  sense  of  weight 
"  and  oppression  at  the  chest,  inability 
"  to  rest  on  either  side,  or  indeed  in  any 
"  position ;  unless  his  head  and  shoulders 
"  were  considerably  raised.  His  coun- 
"  tenance  was  much  tinged  with  bile,  and 

■  ■  '  H 
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"  expressive  of  anxiety.  His  pulse  was 
"  weak  and  irregular.  Tongue  was 
"  loaded  with  a  brown  fur.  Bowels  con- 
"  fined,  and  what  faeces  were  passed 
"  were  not  natural.  His  skin  was  dry. 
"  Little  urine  secreted,  and  that  of  a  deep 
"  orange  colour.  On  the  12th  of  March 
"  his  legs  were  scarified,  and  a  great 
"  quantity  of  fluid  escaped.  Two  days 
"  after,  the  punctures  assumed  an  un- 
"  healthy  appearance:  the  legs  became 
"  much  inflamed,  particularly  the  right 
"  one,  which  sphacelated  (mortified).' 

"  Shortly  after,  the  man  died. 

«'  Here  is  one  instance,  among  many 

"  which  have   fallen  under  my  obser- 

"  vation,  of  irremediable  mischief  arising 

"  from    scarification   of  the  lower  ex- 

"  tremities  in  cases  of  dropsy.    All  that 

"  I  have  ever  witnessed  of  this  practice 

«  from  the  time  that  I  first  became  a 

"  student  in  physic,  has  tended  to  im- 
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"  press  more  and  more  upon  my  mind 
"  the  conviction  that  it   is   always  a 
"  hazardous   practice ;  and   I  consider 
"  it  to  be   more  especially  dangerous, 
"  when  the  dropsical  affection  is  thought 
"  to  depend  upon  some  disease  of  the 
"  heart;  for  in  these  cases  I  am  inclined 
"  to  think,  though  a  writer  (Corvisart)  of 
"  high  authority  seems  to  question  the 
"  fact,  that  the  extremities  are  peculiarly 
"  liable  to,  mortification.    For  my  own 
"  part,  whenever  I  wish  to  evacuate  the 
"  fluid  from  dropsical  limbs,  I  shall  em- 
fj  ploy  acupuncture,  which  I  have  found 
"  in  several  instances  safe  and  effectual. 
"  The  punctures  made  by  the  needles 
■"  are  so  small,  that  there  is  little  danger 
"  of  their  running  into  erysipelatous  in- 
"  flammation,  while  they  are  quite  suffi- 
"  cient  to  allow  of  the  escape  of  the 
"  effused  fluid.    Several  needles  may  be 
"  passed  into  each  leg,  and  the  result 
"  will   doubtless    be   satisfactory.  As 
"  much  relief  will  be  afforded,  as  by  scari- 
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"  fication,  and  the  risk  attending  the 
"  latter  operation  will  be  avoided." 

The  suggestion  of  Dr.  Tweedale,  to  use 
the  glover's  needle  of  the  middle  size, 
should  always  be  adopted,  and  although, 
as  Mr.  Finch  remarks,  "a  very  small 
"  portion  of  fluid  will  escape  through  any 
"  one  puncture,"  it  is  astonishing  how 
quickly  the  sheets  become  saturated  with 
it,  when  the  number  of  the  orifices  is  in- 
creased. 

By  the  narration  of  these  cases,  my 
readers  must  be  convinced,  that  the  opera- 
tion is  both  safe,  and  effectual :  and  as  the 
exudation,  by  the  triangular  puncture,  is 
going  on  for  several  days,  great  relief  is 
given  to  the  system,  and  those  fearful 
symptoms  which  follow  tapping,  in  de- 
bilitated constitutions,  are  avoided :  a 
circumstance  of  no  mean  importance 
when  it  is  remembered,  that  patients  have 
often  died  quickly  after  that  operation. 
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Henceforth,  therefore,  let  us  hear  of  no 
more  cases  of  sphacelation,  arising  from 
scarification  of  the  extremities :  and  allow 
me  to  advise  the  adoption  of  acupunctura- 
tion  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease, 
as  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  other  reme- 
dial means. 


FINIS. 
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